
How to pay your IRS tax online 

 

These instructions are for how to pay without logging into your IRS account.  

First, go to irs.gov/payments. You can pay by bank account, or you can pay by debit/credit card. Credit 

cards have a 2% fee tacked on, debit cards are charged a flat fee of around $2.50, and both are paid 

through a third-party. Paying via bank account is recommended. Click on the “Pay Now with Direct Pay”. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Then click on “Make a Payment” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



At this point, go slowly and make sure to get this info correct. You want to make sure your payment gets 

applied to the right place! 

There are a few reasons for making a payment, but the most common are balances due, installment 

agreements, extensions, and estimated taxes. 

 

 

 

 

 



The “Apply Payment To” should be Form 1040, or it will default to 1040ES in the case of an estimated 

payment or 4868 if you are filing an extension. 

 

 

Again, make sure you pick the correct year! Then click “Continue”. 

 

A confirmation box will ask you to double check the information. Click continue. 

 



The IRS now needs to verify they are applying the payment to the correct taxpayer. You will need to 

enter some information from a prior tax return, including your filing status, name, social security 

number, and address. Check the “I accept” box and click “Continue”. 

 



Then enter what you want to pay and your bank account info. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Agree to the authorization box that pops up. 

 

 

 

Double check all your info again, type in your electronic signature (name, SSN, and check the accept 

box), and hit “Submit”. You will receive an email confirmation of your payment. And you’re done! 

 

 

 


